PITCAIRN ISLAND CORRESPONDENCE. 
VOL.2. 


1.from the Bishop of Bath & Wells to “ir Fred.Rogers being a 
testimonial for Mr.Xossiter. 
2.The same from Miss J.C.Franks. 
3.S.Walcott, Emigration Board to Mr.Rossiter offering him the 
appointment of schoolmaster at Norfolk Island. 
4.Mr.Rossiter's acceptance of the same. 
5.Extract of report from Sir Fred.Rogers to Mr.Merivale 
25th Sep.1858, on the appointment of the schoolmaster. 
6.Extracts from the Journal of Sir W.Denison about his visit to 
Norfolk Island. 
7.Report of the health of the inhabitants by the surgeon of 
H.M.S."Iris".1857. 
8.Description of the buildings on Norfolk Island. 
9.Report of the land cultivation there. 
10.1857,Norfolk Island census. 
ll.Letter from Sir W.Denison to Labouchere, regarding his visit 
to Norfolk Island. 
12.Printed copy of the Governmnet Gazette,N.S.Wales,Oct.1857, 
Laws & Regulations for Norfolk Island. 
13.Extracts from Mr.Murdoch's report to Mr.Elliot.1858. 
14.Supplement to SirW.Denison's letter to Labouchere (No.11.) 
15.The same re.Government House at Norfolk Island. 
16.Covy of a letter from Sir W.Denison to the Chief Magistrate 
re. the allotment of land, & official residences. 
17.Same as No.14. covering a letter of the Bishop of New Zealand. 
156.Copy of the Bishop's memorandum with marginal remarks by 
Sir William Denison. 
19.Copy of a resolution before a meeting at Norfolk Island on 
the proposal of the Bishop of New Zealand to create a 
Melanesian Church---with the names of the voters appended. 
20.Pages of a sppech, apparently by Sir W.Denison. 
21.Pamphlet by Captain Bligh (?) defending his action over the 
Bounty mutiny. (See notes by Miss Young in Publication 
Notes tat), 
22.Copy of a letter from Mr. Toup Nicholas to the Earl of Malmes- 
bury,Foreign Office,1853 giving his account of a visit to 
Pitcairn Island. 
23.Letter in journal form from Mr.G.Nobbs to Rev.?T.Murray dated 
Norfolk Island,Jam.1lst,July 25th,Sep.23rd,0ct.13th 
Letter from John Adams,Norfolk Island to Rev.T.Murray,0ct.10657. 
25.Letter from Captain Fortescue Moresby covering memorandum from 
Bishop of New Zealand. 
26.U0riginal MSS. of Dr.Lawrence's report on health of Norfolk 
Island. 
of No.18. 
283.Printed letter from the"Guardian"written by C.J.Abraham of 
Auckland re. the Church in Norfolk Island. 
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29.Draft of a letter to the Bishop from Rev.T.Murray re. 
the said letter in the "Guardian", 

30,31,32. Part of the same correspondence. 

33.4 letters from the Bishop of New Zealandaddressed to 
Rev.I.Murray concerning the Church on Norfolk Island & 
the founding of the Melanesian Mission. 
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TIONS FOR NORFOLK 


: 


|. RRREAS by on Order of. the: Quean Coansil, dated 24th day of 1066, 
given to the Governor. of Islond, to. make Laws foc 
"government of the said Island: And whereas it was farther ordered hy H Majesis, 
by edtborlty, all Laws, Ordlnences, hid 


olastioal, phigh may be in force withid the ssid Island, at the tinic of the: 


or tie Buss Order Ordér of the Bath, Governor Gonaral of Her 


"Colodtes, General and of Naw South Walesand fs: 


Governor of Norfolk Island, do, in pursaance of the. power vested in me, declare and 
= ‘AN Laws, Ordinances, and whieh have in fovea withiaithe Talend 


ar 
a5 ¢ 


4 
r 


“simone of which will be determined by the Chief and his their 
Should: it ‘wppear' to. the Chief. Magistrate. that any in, or addition to ‘the Lene Py 
Ragulations of the Island.are required, he will first.consult with bis Councillors, and should it. appear 
to majority of the three, that suche change or. addition is advisable, notice will be 
ts the odnimunity of the intention of the Chief. Magistrate to submit change or such Rew 
is will be explained to the meeting by. the Magistrate and Councillors, aad they people presont 
will he invited to express their opinion upon it. “After the explanation aiid discussion, the persons 
be called Upon t6 vote for oF oF the a lint of" thé: is | 
or agaitist the measure will be Feoorded on tlie ‘hitb uted of the Lab 
16.-No repeal of any Lew or Regulation will be valid, until confirmed by the Governor ; 


“people, the Oath of Allegiance ahd of Office, ‘as hereisafter specified. 


Chief Magisteate will soe that all thé ‘Laws aid Rogalatious of the Island are pro- 
perlycagried out ;—he will into effect all the Instructions he may receive from the Governor ;— 


4 

= 

a 


a ie The election of the Chief Mrgistrate and Councillors will be. 


the Tenet possible delay, and-Comuiasions.onder the Groat Sea) of tho Colony, will be issued to them, 
thom to act as Maigiatrates- in ‘patryliig out all ‘Laws and: Ordicances. Tt is, however, to 


| anderatood, that the Chief Magistrate and Councillors, when duly elected, will be fully authorised 


ft act as Magistrates, pending the receipt of their Commissions. 


9, The Chief Magistrate and the Councillors will enter upon ‘the duties of their office on the 
day Of the year, on which day the Chaplain will administer to each of iu the presence 


“eobvetie and Upheside all pablic thectin with the exdoption of thatifor the election of 
will Festive ‘and accouitt for all fines kre’ imposed will’ fuperintind the 
execution of sli public works;—be will correspond with the Governor during the absenee of the 


‘Water from the Islaidj—and he will be the medium through which all the publio business of the 


Golony will be conducted: “All déoduht of the public will be made by him ; and he will 
“Keep an accurate account of the receipts and expenditure of the Pablic Funds. — le. 


12. ‘The Councillors will-assiat the Chief Magistrate with their advice, when called upon to 


will attend at all public meetings, and will take notes of the proceedings, the record of 


= _ whigh, when entered in a book ‘provided: for the cad will be verified by their siguatures, and that 


Bhoold the Chief Magistrate die, or otherwiso become Tocapable of performing the dutiés 
ee ‘of his office, the Senior Councillor will act as Chief Magistrate ‘till the next clegtion, even seed 
he) should not be of sufficient age to offer himself as a samtiaate for the office. . 


Governor; of in hid the Chief Migistrs 
oS gelve the prblio good.to‘be involved, have a right to summon to his assiatance any or all of the 
of ‘the Colony; this summons must’ be obeyed, under penalty of fine, 


ew Law or Régulation may be acted on, when it lias publin meeting, 


athe -procesdings of public. meetings, whether forthe repeal.of of 


‘ 


te, will; in cages’ be may 


‘ 


Tho Chaplain ibe shall da proceedings with prayer ; te 
equality of votes for twin Candidates, he.aball bo entitled shall 
nat himself be eligible for thie office of Onier Magistrate or 
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18. Should his efforts be unavailitg, he -will call for . the 


caso will be gone. inte: before ithe. threo Magistrates, record of their proopediage being 


Kept. The decision of the Magistrates shall be final, in ali ‘whare the property at 
Bot fifty shillings in valae, or in cases of common when are to 


fine not exceeding ten abillitigs. 


19, Should tho case be of more obaracter, aud should the. be. to 


to the adj ndioation Of the Magistra tes, Jury consisting of saved Bldera will” be 


moned, and the whole case having been submitted to them, their ‘decision will be fine). 


20. The power of the Jury, will extend to the decision of ali questions o diapoted | 


of all oases of theft, and of aggravated if not ‘acsompanied with danger to Tite. ‘or “tind ; 
but all offences of a more serious character will be reserved for the consideration of the ‘Comets ce 


‘ Tastice; in Sydney; a full statémentof cuch ouses; as investigated by the Magistrates; will béforwarded 


of ‘which’ will ‘Hot im exveed: ten pounds. The ‘offender will have he of the 


“fine recorded him, Swilb be called-upon to liquidsterit, 
~ money.or produce, or by many days Jahoue upon work. | 


in addition to any punishment which ‘the. Jury may award ; aliould: 
“sclared innocent, the expendes shall:be paid out of the Publie 


whettier, in +épayment for th the damage done, a fine should he :—the amount of 
such fine will not excesd forty shillings,‘and the whole amount will be paid into the Pablie Cheat.” 


! 27. In cases of assault, or more generally of offences against the person, is will he conipetent 
to the Jury in awatding the punishment, to appropriate a certain proportion of the ilde, not in any 
The Chie Magisteate will: Keep list of all mules, who stall ove. asrived ab the 

hen the be selected here 
inafter directed. 


the 
in feom Aickets Will be drawn by the Chiet Magistrate in the Presonce. of 


will form the Jury. Should. any objection be raised by either of the to, the tame of apy of 


the Fury, the ressouablenges of shjeotion wil be by the Chief Mast 


and, if affirmed, other ‘names will be draws from bag 4 comple the of the Tory, 
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imposed aay be Pails Chea, 
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; aud with ragatd to sickvess, if it bboald be alleged exouse for more thai two 
days, the Ohapiaia muat certify to the fact.” A of per be imposed 
child ‘whose froui ‘school is unsuthorised.” 


88, -A payment of Ten Shillings per atinum shall be made by parents or il a for every 
“ella who bs of on age to attend school; this amount shall be collested by the Chief Magistrate, and 
paid without deduction to the Sshool master, to whom, also, all- the foes for. Hon-attendance sball be 


paid. 


q ‘ 


84. Care will be teket to seouro the services of Schoolmaster, who wilt 
be placed ander the general superintendence of the Chaplain. 


86, No. beer, wine, or spirituous liquor of any kind shall be landed upon the Island lenin 
moh as may be wanted for medical purposes, and this will be placed among the other medical stores in 
, obarge of the Chaplain, to be issued by him at his discretion,—all issues to be noted in the register. 


86, Should: any beer, wine; or spirits be landed, or fowad iv possession.of any person on the 
Island; Gwhetber such person be an inhabitant of the Island ore visitor,) the veasels containing the 
same will be immedistely destroyed, and the contents thrown sway; the person in whose possession 
Aheee articles are found will be liable to a fine of forty shillings. 


Any person convicted before Magistrate of using er 
* fine not exoseding forty shillings or less than five shillings. 


88, Any person convicted before a Magistrate of bearing false Aliens, or slandéring another, 
', shall pay a fine not exceeding forty shillings, or less than five shillings. ‘ 


‘Jo: ail whore'thé: Magistrates Jory have » See, ibe 


- 


FORM of "OATH to be taken by the Chief Magistrate and Councillors defore admission to Office. 


mea eS B,, do swear that Lwill bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and that 
Twill to the best of ty ability perform ‘the dutiés of [Chief Magistrate, or Coungillor 
Magistrate, as the case may of Nerfolk So help mé God. 
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Phere. arp amongst those whom I see 


here this not heard of Norfolk 
uring its connexion 
Swith New South ‘Wales 

Land, attained a most unenviabie notoriety. 


There are few, too, I imagine, who haye-not - 
heard of, and rejoiced over, the change which’ 
has taken place in the character of ‘the occu-" 


nts of that island; and who do not feel an: 
interest in the welfare of a ge whose his- 
tory, @mmencing in ¢erime, has so singularly 


belied all the anticipations to which such 
“fBhe position which I hold with reference to | 


these 
of maki 
their 
of New South Wales will watch with some 
interest the working out of a political and social 
roblem of which 
ifferent from those of any other scheme whic 
has ever been attempted, 1 propose to lay before 
you this poe a description of the island, and 
of its present inhabitants, to ther with a sketch 
of their social state, and of the conditions under 
which it is wished and hoped that they will con- 
tinue to exist as a community. Norfolk Island 


has furnished me with the means 
myself acquainted with the details of 


is the largest of a group of three small islands. 
the 


The settlement on southern side of the island 
is situated in latitude 29°4 south, and longitude 


167°58°6 east. The other two islands are called _ 


respectively Philip and Nepean Islands—the 


_ , former, lying about three and a half miles to 


the southward of Norfolk Island, covers an area 


of about 500 acres—the latter{which is sepa- 


rated from Norfolk Island by a channel about 
800 yards in width, in which there are about 
nine fathoms water, does not contain more than 
twelve acres, ‘The three islands appear to be 
prominences rising from a sort of platform or 
table, which, as ascertained by Captain Denham, 
and as shown by the sketch exhibited, extends 
from about twenty-five miles south of Philip 
Island to eighteen miles north of Norfolk Island ; 
the average breadth of the plateau being eigh- 
teen miles. The depth of water over this large 
area is singularly constant; the variation of 
soundin 
practically, this table may be said. to exhibit 
a level area of about 1, uare miles, rising 
to a height of 1,000 or 1,200 feet from. the 


bottom of the'sea without any gradual shoaling 


of the water. ‘ 
Philip Island is evidently of basa 
| tion; it rises abruptly at the south to a 
height of upwards of 900 feet, and slopes away 
| ually to the northward to a height of thirty 
or forty feet above the level ofthe sea. There 
are @ few stunted trees upon tis island, and it 
is said to swarm with rabbits; which ma 
account for the very bare ap ce presente 
yy the slopes of the hill sides, which, having 
no sward upon them, are furrowed in every 
direction wi 


by the rain. 
Nepean Island is a mass of coral rag: that is, 
of coralline sand and shells, concret ther 


in thin layers, which have been twisted and 


eontorted by the force which has raised the 


island from the sea in which it was formed, to | 


‘its present height of about fifty feet. It is the 


7 


4 


and Van Diemen’s « 


life ; and, as I think that the people | 


conditions are so entirely 


does not-exceed five fathoms, so that, 


water courses and channels cut 


place, of thousands ‘and ‘tens 
 * of thousands of sea fowls of different species, the 
| _ eggs of which form by no means an unpalatable | 
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Island is estimated to contain about = 
a = | 10,000 acres. ‘The land rises boldly from the 
. | | ea on every side to.the height of from 300 to 
ah 400 feet; and this may be looked upon as the 
elevation of the interior plateau. To 
| : | the north-eastward the ground rises in a single 


hill, called MountPitt, to the height of upwards 
of 1,000. feet. While;)however, ‘the geéneral 
— 3 ier; -_Tevel of the island may be taken as above stated, 
ao ae this level is, broken up by gullies and water- 


courses, with sides sloping steeply, thongh not 
| abruptly, whieh the the 
eurface di ging themselves intothe seaat 
three or four points along the coast» Two of 
these watercourses Open out in the immediate 
, vicinity of the settlement at the south side of 
| the island, and it is probably owing to the action — 
of the ee brought down by ~ ne there 
is, at that,parti t, a narrow level space 
between the base of the hills and the iter 9 
' which the principal convict establishments were 
; these streams bring down a steady, 
though butmoderate, supply of water during all 
seasons. The soil throughout the island is of 
the richest description, being formed of deeom- 
: posed basalt; even on the sides of the gullies 
and on the table land, everything appears to 
| | grow most freely, while in the bottom of these 
gullies, where there is more moisturé, the ve 
tation is rank The N 


Island pine (Altringia Ewcelea)isethe princi 
timber a of the island ; it grows cig 
on the hill sides, on the table land,/or.on the 
edge of the cliff exposed tothe séa blast, 
rising to the height of 200 feet and upwards, 

| and attaining circumference’ of upwards of 
80 feet. I measured one myself, which, at ‘five 
feet from the ground, was 28ifeet 6 inches 
in girth. There ate séveral other trees, some 
of which grow to a middling size, but none ie) 
| to com to the pine. The under-brush bite 
of the forest is composed of a great extent of 
| lemon and. guava; the fruit of con- 
| trasting beautifully with the dark green of its 
foliage. While Nature.has been there bountiful 
in “her gifts, Art Tigs also.done much towards 
| | rendering the island @ most inviting residence ; 
for though the labour of the former inhabitants ;, 
was compulsory, yet, a8 it was well directed, 
the whole island has shared inthe benefits” 
‘arising from it. Roads lead from the settle- 
ment in every @irection; these are well laid - 
out, thoroughly drained, and in’ many in- 
stances carefully matadamized. Bridges have 
been built over all the gullies the 
roads; and even ‘where it became necessary to 
cross the side dfains inorder to get across 
a to the inclosures, stone” culverts were made, ae 
through which the drainage passed: the result 
of this care in making the roads has been 


that they remain it a very 4 4 
upon them*for 


My 
- 


no care has been bestow 

( the last four or five years. A. large portion 
rk of the table land of the island hasbeen 
thoroughly cleared of timber, divided into 
paddocks, fenced and brought under tultivae- 
tion; the fences, being of timber, have very | — 

geoenee yielded to the destructive agency of 

e weather, but the paddocks are covered with 

a thick sward of grass. builditifs on an 

extensive scale have been ¢rected on different 

spots, some of which are, solidly constructed of 

stone, andjwith commonyattention, willvremain 

_ available for centuries: The buildings for the 
accommodation of the prisoners, thé soldiers who 


‘ 


guarded them, and the overseers @nd other 
“persons to their labour 
are, most of them, solidly built of stone; and 
_ there are stores'and workshops of every descrip- . 
suited to the wants of a community which 
consisted at one Of upwards of 2,000 souls, 
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purpose of forming a mill-pond; and.« Water. 
mill has been erected with all the machinery. 


where it has the benefit: of the: breexe; so 
that in case of accident to the dem Gr to the 
machinery of the water-mill, ‘or to.a.failure of 
the water in the dry season, the means. of pre- 
paring flour from grain would be still available, 
At different points. of the island gardens were mn 
formed, in which .eyéry species of fruit and 
vegetables which would endure the climate was yi 
caltivated; and these gardens and the fruit trees 
which were planted in them still remain, though 
the rank luxuriance of some of the ts, both 
native and imported, has changed the aspect of 
the garden into that of the wilderness. Bananasy 
yee ams, sweet potato, are intertropical planta, 
these flourish on the island ; in warm 
; valleys the orange and all the plants allied toat 
appear to. thrive. Coffee of the best quality is 
roduced ; arrow-root was extensively cultivated. 
aize grows very well, and produces a heavy a 
crop. Rye also yields fair return; »but/the, 
climate is not favourable to wheat; neitherican 
the produce of the common potato be reckoned © 
on. From what has been said, it would s6em 
that Norfolk Island offers advantages to settlers 
of a character not often met with» ‘There are, 
however, some natural disadvantages. In the 
first place, the anchorage off the igiand is bad— — 
the water being deep, and the mound foul; so 
that anchor and cables are frequemthy lost. There “a 2 
is also but little shelter froma gale, from 
ever quarter it may blow. In thesecond place, 
the is is not within the track of vessels 
navigating these seas; and it must; therefore, i 
for many years, be depelidemf upon chance 
w , upon an occasional Visit Hom 
of-war, or from a small vessel fromesyaney or 
Auckland, for the means of communicating with 
the rest of the world, 5 
The actual distance from Sydnéy is about 
900 miles, and from Auckland about 600 
miles ; the time of making the run fom Syaney 
r to and fromfthe island may, on an average, be 
taken at sixteen days; and from Auckland at. 
circumstances under which the present inhabi- | 
tants of Norfolk Island have been located 


You have all’ héard of Pitcairn die 
Dounty which the leading mutineers of fie 
finally betook themselves; and in. the | 


Various interesting accounts which have been _ 
| published of these: people you have been made 
| acquainted with ‘the gradual growth of a com- 
m 
| munity, the members of which, forgetting their 
| antecedents, have been trained up in the fear 
) ad love of God, and have lived more as a 


uy than as a-body politic, The accounts 
tae | which were received from Pitcaitn Island during | 

| the latter period of their residence there, showed 

| that the available land was not adequateto the 
maintenance of the increasing tionj and, — 
as it was known: that the British Government | 
had'determined to break up the convict estab- > 
lishment at ‘Norfolk Island, several persons. 
interested in the welfare of the Pitcairn Islanders = 
applied to the Government to permit these . 
people to settle on a which would, with — 
common industry, furnish ample méans of main- 

_ taining*them for many years to comé. 
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— Heference was made to me on "this subject, 
and 1 was directed to suggest the arrangements 


whieh it would be desirable.to make, not only 
for the transference of the people’from their old 
residence to Norfolk Island, but also for their 
maintenance and accommodation. until the 


could place themselves’ in position:to. provide 
for themselves. After some delay; ese” 
arrangements were perfected; and a was - 


chartered to bring: down the whole of the 


Pitcairn Islanders, who, in’spite of some demmur 


on the part.of a few, finally decided ‘to.move in 


a om to their new home; and 194 souls were. 
landed at Norfolk Island in June, 1856. The 


same vessel carried off the last remnants of the 


convict establishment to Tasmania; and the ~ 


island was then handed. over,to its present 
sessors, with an amount of stock, implements, 


tools, buildings, &c., which must have contrasted 


‘most strongly with their former poverty. The 
following statement will give you some idea of 
the favourable-posifion in which the new settlers 
were placed :—In/the first place, every family 
was provided with a convenient residence, gene- 
rally. well-built of stone. . Provisions, sufficient 


to till they could gather their first crop, 


were furnished, as well as seed of various kinds. 
Clothing, too, was forwarded—all these articles 
were deposited in well-built dry stores on the 
island, in. readiness for them on ‘their arrival. 
‘Then, on the island itself, the convict depart- 
ment left for the use of the.mew comers 1,100 
sheep, 450 head of cattle, several horses, pigs 
ultry, &c.; agricultural implements, carts a 
ys, harness, tools of all sorts for the different 
trades, together with all the appliances required. 


In fact, everything was provided to meet the a 


wants and wishes‘of the people—the only mis- 


take made, if indeed it can be fairly called a 
mistake, being, that too much was handed over 
to a community whose wants. hitherto had been 


ministered to with a very sparing hand. 


I received in October, 1856, a despatch from. 


the Secretary of State, containing the Order in 
Council constituting Norfolk Island an. estab- 
lishment separate from the adjacent colonies, 
and a commigsién appointing me, as Governor 
of New South Wales, to be Governor.of Norfolk 
Island. Instructions were also issued to me for 


my general guidance in the exercise,of the large 


powers necessarily vested in mej. the spirit of 

e instructions being that the peopl were to be 
interfered. with as little as possiblejyand that 
their present social system was to be maintained. 
I was in hopes of being able to pay a visit to 
the island at an earlier period of the residence 


_of the present inhabitants; but circumstances 
prevented this, and it was not till lately thatI 
was in a position to run down to the island, to 


make myself personally acquainted with the 


people, and to exercise those powers ofjenact- 
ment of laws, and of appointment of magistrates, _ 
for their administration, with which I have been 


ef an advantage than otherwise. It has 
abled:the people to arrange their own matters 
according to the best of their own knowledge 
and ability ; and the deficiencies exhibited have 


: ater by Her Majesty. The delay has been 


enabled me to form a more correct idea than 


I could: have done, had I visited them sooner, 


of the character and amount of assistance and 


instruction which it may be advisable to afford 
‘to them. 


Having sailed from Sydney on the 17th 
September; we made the island early on the 
morning of the 23d. The surf was too heayy 
- to allow a boat to land at the settlement; we 


therefore stood round the island, and J landed at 


the northern end of ‘the island, at a spot called ~ o. 


the Cascades, when I was met by the chaplain, 
the Rev. G. Nobbs; the chief magistrate, Mr 


F, Young; and a large proportion of the adult 
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‘between the magistrate, as representative of 


Norfolk Island on Saturday, the 8d October, 


inhabitants; @Blaving walked across the 
to the settlément, distance of about 
milesalong avery good road, took, up my) 
quarters, At thé house of the former commandant: 

which had been reserved as a Government oa 
f 


4 
a 


The furniturephowever, with the cxception ® 
few tables “aa chairs, had. been removed: and. 
‘was obliged, for the first night, to 

upon #he kindness of the inhabitants for tame 


matters. conducive to my comfort. On theme 


day.4 called the inhabitants together 


ool-room, and read my commission 


the same time the which 
eomeeived the Government had im Wiew in 
them onthe island; which objec. 
were, in 

comfort and inthe second, the 

fat Cixcumstances would admit, of their, 


ving, in'the course of my conVersation with 
thé chi istrate, who appeared to béeja,clear- 
headed, sound-judging man, ascertained that the 
gupplyief flour and biscuit on the owas 
1 decided to run down to 
“Vand for the wen of ing some, and of 
asranging with a mercantile firm for 
articles as wool, tallow, hides which 
“Whe islanders had to sell—and for the shipment | 
‘Of the stores, of which the inhabitants were in 


want; the cost of which would be defrayed out = 


of the price of the articles purchased at the 
island, The time expended upon the-voyage to 
Auckland and back would be sufficient to enable 
the islanders to make ont certain returns which - 
I had called for, explanatory of. the state of the’ 
different buildings, and of the mode in which 
they were occupied: it would also afford me 
time to look carefully over the existing,code of 
laws or regulations, for the pepe of modifying 
them in.such as to adapt them to them 
changed conditiom @nd.circumstances, 
I accordingly gave directions for the sl 
ration of the returns required, and, Raving 
obtained from the chief magistrate a statement 
of the articles which were required for the use of 
the settlement, and of the character and amount 
of the different matters which they wished to 
dispose of, I @mbarked on ‘board the Jris on 
Saturday, 26th September, and we made sail at 
once for New Zealand. We were driven rather 


too far to the eastward by westerly winds; but pe 


we made the harbour of Auckland on Thursday 

morning by daybreak. 
On landing, I received every attention and 

kindness frotti Qolonel Gore Browne, the governor, 


and every facility was afforded to my private 


whom I entrusted the negotiation 


of the arrangements for the supply of stores’ to 
the island, and for the purchase of the wool, 
~ tallow, and hides, which the islanders had for 
pale. I was desirous that these arrangements 
 ghould be considered as o matter of business 


the islanders, and the merchant; and this was 
satisfactorily completed by an undertaking on 
the part of the merchant to ship certain stores. 
on board the Jris for the immediate use of the 
island, and to despatch the remainder in a sinall 
schooner within a fortnight, in which schooner 
the articles which the islanders had for sale 
would. be brought to Auckland, being either — 
purchased by the, merchant on his own account,’ 
or sold by him on commission; the proceeds of . 
the sale being charged with the cost of the 
visions and stores furnished. We were able 
complete all our arrangements and to sail for 


e first place, their well-being im 
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passage up to the island was More tedious 


than that down to Auckland; we had»light 
baffling winds from the north-west, and @id not 
make, the island till the morning of the 12th, 
when, the wind being from the northward, I 
was able:to land at the settlement, The length 
of my voyage gave me ample time noti@nly to 
draw up & revised code of laws and regulations, 
y but also to accompany this with a long paper of 
Instructions and advice, both to the magistrates’ 
and) the people; and as, on landing, F found 
that all the returns which I had asked for had been 
nothing remained to be done but that 
should ascertain the amount of land under 
cultivation, in: order that I might have some 
idea of the requirements of the le; and that 


I should explain to the whole body of heads of” 
families the code of laws under which they were — 


, ‘to live, with the reasons which had induced me 
sto: superaddione or two, of which they had no 


cognizance, The officers of he Iria: 


diy assisted me, by making # rough 


surement of the cultivated, land, which was 

found not to exceed eighteen,or ninetéan acres 
and, with this return before _* called a meet-. 
ing of the inhabitants on Wednesday, 14th. 
4 | 


ye 3% 


October; when all'the heads of families, females 


as ‘well as males, were present. | 
Having recalled to their recollegtion the sub- 


/atance of My commission and instructions, which 
I had read to them at a previous meeting, and — 


which had been entered upon their records, 1 


me. 
these, I signed the copy which had been made 
Yin their Book of Records, atid Handed this to 


the magistrate, to whom I gave commission 
under the great seal of the colony ; and I also 


gave commissions as magistrates to his two 


~ councillors, I then proceeded. to read the paper 
upg and) as this will give ou a good idea of 
the present state and Pagepecta of the people, 

and of my view of the Steps which it will be 


necessary to take in order to em@ble them to — 


avail themselves of ‘the advantages: of their 
“© position, I cannot do better.than read it to you. 


Proceeded to read the laws which I had drawn ~ 
P. and which were, with one or two exceptions, — 

upon the which had been handed to 
No been made to any of 


of advice which I had drawn 


Instruétions.and Advice addressed to the Ohicf 


Magistrate of Norfolk Teland. 


The objects of HergMajesty's Government 
in transferring the Pitesirn Islanders to their — 


present residengs were :—Let, To put them in 
a position to maintain their ee number 
by their own industry; and, 2m@yto enable 


them to keep upjo faras the change of circum- 

; stances may. permit, thé: peculiar form of polity 

under which they have hitherto existed as a 
community. 

It will, therefore, be the duty of the chief 

magistrate, whilé Administering the affairs of 

the colony duringthe absence of the Governor, 

to keep’ these twa objects in view: to 

see that the lab 

applied to the 


vation of the ground; that a 


sufficient area under cultivation to 


supply all the probable wants of the commu- 
nity, 80 thatéé May not Be necessary to purchase 
flour or biseuit from the adjacent colonies; and, 
while doing this, to be careful not to sanction 
any deviations from the principles which, by 
maintaining a sort of family feeling amon 

the whole of the community, have enabled them 
to live together ingpeace and harmony up to the 

_ present time, 


of the islanders ‘properly 
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he rules and regulations which have been 
submitted by me for the consideration of the 
community, and which have now beéh promul- 
ander the authority vested ina. by Her 
fajesty, have been framed im strict docordanc« 
with those wnder which your affairs havc 
hitherto. beenadministered: some few. rules 
have been abfogated, as having no elation to 
is * the state of things now existing, and ene or two 
have -been added, to provide for cirgamatances 
4 


contingent the pomition of Norfolk Island 
in the immediate vicinity of the Golonies of — 
Ansttalia and New Zealand. I allude especially 
te to the rule which the 
upon the. island of Siirituous or ented 
evils which are, forcemaily Upon notice, as 
originating fromthe Gime, and consequent abuse, 
of these stimulants, @ too great not to make © 
me most @ixious to guarantee, if possible, the 
inhabitants of Norfolk Taland from them; and, - 
as none among you. have 6¥er been accustomed to 
the use of these stimulants, it can be ho possible — 
hardship that you should be prevented, by legal 
enactment, from indolging a taste which expe- 
rience shows foo oftemiesds to crime and sin. 
It must, be obvious to every one 
that the very alters in Which you are 
placed, must eventually render obligatory many — 
additions..to these regulations. Nothing has 
been said as yeturelative to the alienation of — 
land by the. Orown, and its transference to indi- 
vidual proprietors; nothing to regulate the © 
admission upon the island of settlers who may 4 
with to become members of your community, | 
nothing to indicate the mode in which t 


* 


e 


descent, of pr from parent to children is to 
several others, are matters which’ you have 
hitherto had little occasion to consider: they are 
questions which will'soon be foreed upon yo 
attention—they ought notjshowever, to 
hastily dealt with, orto be stibjected to the op 
Ration of any arbi rule, the object of wh 
might beancapable of com rehending, 
have, therefore, left them untouched for the 
|: ay sent, in order thatitheyemight be submitted 
3 e themselves, Buc 
as the from his ition, and 


— 


from the more extended means of information 
at his disposal, might be qualified to give. Some 
‘advice upon matters of special interest to the 

: community I shall now ed to give; and I 
shall accompany this such positive 


4 


: 


‘ons to yourself, as chief magistrate, as miay 
| : ich must short made. 
of matters on Norfolk Island 
believe, altogether incompatible with its 
[ prosperit or with the comfort and happiness of 
the a You appear to beliving, not on 
the of ‘your own labour, but upon your 
capital; or rather upon that capital which was 
over the Government, for the 
purposeof being edjreproductively for your 
own benefit, and formmat of your posterity, 
state of thé sheep, arising from the im-— 
possibility of dress them proper , may be a 
gy ficient reason for Killing them om gra ually ; 
e but unless steps are’ soon taken to introduce — 
of this stock, and forallowing the cattle 
to increase, the sapply of animal food will.goon 
| fall short of the wants of the people. ‘The hatit 
which “you are acquiring 0 depending for 
large portion of your food upon & soutce which 
is entirely independent‘of any exertions of your 
own, must manifestly lead to the introduction of 
improvident and idle habits, which cannot be 
_ too carefully guarded against. 
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‘The first thing, therefore, to: be) 
make positive and marked. distinction between 
blic. and private property; to give to each 
ead of a family an ebsolu ht of property 
in a o6ftain amount of land, and to make 
ber of cattle, sheep, . 
., to. enable him to cultivate that] and with ad- 
vantage; @upposing him to exercise the ordinary 
amount Of forethought and industry ;,when t 
has been done, an end should be put, af once and 
for ever, to. any gratuitous distribution of food, | 
clothing, é&e., from publig funds, except, perhaps 
to those who, from age and infirmity, or mental it 
or bodily incapacity, are unable to,.main 
the way for th rtant 
n order to pave the way for this importan 
change, the chief magistrate will arrange with 
the heads of families, and with those unmarried 
who may wish tO acquire property of 
fete own, for the sélection by each of such an 
amount of land,.not im Bny case exceeding 50 
acres, in Such @ position as may seem to them 
most adyatitageous. A rough approximation to 
the ates of aJpiece of land may be made b 
stepping rouse it; mduthe following table will 
‘ve theemumber @f paces, each page, being 


inches, which it wil to include Rertain 


Areas 


10 acres will be 1,026 paces in circumference, 


ek the side of o square which will contain 10 
“geres, will be 266spaces in length. 


Will have a circumference of 1,450 


_ spaces, and the side of the square will be 868 


will have of 1,780 
_ paces, and the side of the square “will be 445 


paces. 
"40 acros will have a circumference of 2,053 
pats, and the side of the square will be 516 
ces, iy | 
50 acres will) have a circumference of 2,296 
paces, and of the will be 569 


Marks shouldbe placed atithe corner of these ) 
allotments, and sproperly qualified persons will | 
be sent to maké surveys and plans 
of the from which the 
formal grants Will be drawn up and issued, in 

uance of the powers vested in me by Her 
ajesty. Looking, however, to the object 
which, as I have before stated, the Government 


“had in view in femeying the present occupants 


from Pitcairn Island, I do not think 
that the grant in fee simple to the settler should 
be altogether unconditional, I do not think that 
it would be at all desirable to allow the settler 
to sell the land to persons unconnected with the 


island: should any one wish to leave the island 


his property, should he wish to sell it, should 
first be offered to individual inhabitants, and 
should none of them be willing to purchase it, 
the community might be empowered to do so at 
a valuation. 
When the allotments of land have been 
selected, the following articles may be handed 
over to each occupant :— { 
ist, A certain number of cattle, horses, sheep, \ 


pigs, ultry, &c. 
2 Bnd, Such tools and implements as may be. 
necessary #0 enable him to cultivate his land | 

Srd, Such an amount of corn, potatoes, ke. 
as may be necessary to enable him to plant a 
sufficient area to maintain his family. 

The amount of stock should not be too great. 

—a cow or an ox to every ten acres will, I 
should say, be ample. Each proprietor will put’ : 
a mark upon his own stock, to enable him to : 
distinguish it from that of his neighbour, and | 
from that of the rue. These marks should ¥ 
‘be notified to*the magistente, and recorded 
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by. him; and, when once established,’ should 
not be allowed to be modified or alteréd. The 


stock of individual proprietors may. be allowed . 
to run upon the unallotted parts of the island 


the present; but, it is evident, this 
unallotted portion will rapidly diminish as fresh 
families take up grants of land, it will be ne- 
cessary that each proprietor should take early 
ateps to fence in his own land, and to.divide it 
off in such a manner as will enable him to keep 
his own ground, It is the more 7 


that 
this should be done, as the manure made by the © 
stock will, ultimately, be required forsthe proper 


cultivation of the soil, At nt this is very 


. but each will act wisely in look- . 


ing forward to 


manure, and in commencing to collect manure 
r that purpose at on@®, Ge 
When the land and a properiamonnt of stock 


ave been handed over to different 
must be distinctly understhod 18 
to be drawn by any one) store 


for his private use, withoubepayment for the 


same at its full market price, As no individual © 


settler is in.a_pésition to set up a store, it is 
necessary that a publie”store should be main< 


tained, at which ¢lothing, provisions, todls, &., 


should be’ kept for sale, a fixed price being 


placed upon each article, so that every person 


may know what he will have™to pay. 


period when, in orderto 
sobtain proper crops, it will be necessary to apply 


establishment of a store will, entail the appointa 


ment of @ storekeeper, to whom. the charge a” 


all public stores should be handed @ver/and Wo > 
will be held accountable for them. He will fave 


to keep an’ account against each individnal 
settler, crediting him with any paymens, either 
in money, stock, or produce; and delamng Tim 
with the cost of any articles which hegiay have 
purchased from the store, storekeeper may 
also be the schoolmaster, The which he 
will receive'for.the performance’of these duties, 


together with: contingent advantages, fwill*pro- 


bably be sufficient to enable the community to 
to receive:the services of acompetent person. _ 

I ha od that the chief magistrate should 
see that 


applied go the cultivation of the ground. 


appears. fo me that in order to place the commu-. 
nity in @ position to feed themselves, without 
reference to the adjacent colonies, at least eighty 


e labour of theislanders pro 
t. 


acres of maize 8 oye be Peg looking to 


the calls which may e upon this.erop for 
other purposes, it would perhaps be better to 
plant one hundredatétes,.of maize, irrespective 
of the land appropriated to the growth of pota- 
toes, yams, bamanas, &c., and other vegetable 

roducts. Ifjthen, such an,amount of land is to 
Ge brought under cultivation; the labour of every 
member of the community [should be rendered 
available towards it ; and some check should be 


imposed upon the prolonged absence of those — 


who, by going away for a time during the pre- 


, on mee of the ground for a crop, do, im point of 


compel others to do their work. When 


once the land is given over to individuals, then — 

any check of this kind will be unnecessary, but | 

a ‘ill then it should be im The present — 

~ mode of working the ous with the hoe is both 
actory 


dilatory and unsatis It would be as 


~ well, as soon as possible, to introduce the use of 


the plough. Until this is done, the labour of a 
large portion of the adult inhabitants will. be 
expended in the uction of food, and leaving 
bat little available for the cultivation of articles 
which will be useful to exchange for the pro- 
ducts of other countries. I am not aw 


however, that there is any on the is 
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plastered within yet they 4 
. Spot a position to.carry out any repairs of 
they know not to bum | 
to make mortar to plaster walls and ceil-— ' 
in fact, there are several trades which. 
@ught, for the comfort and convenience of the 
w the present posseasors, are: ignorant. 
They have wind and water mills, yetfor want - 
Competent millwright and smith they have — 
grind) their corn in hand-mills They wear | 
shoes—indeed, the character of the they 
have to do, and the risk of wounding their fect, 
gomipels them todo so; but theyhayemoman 
| them who can mend, not tossy make, 
then, can their immediate and prospe= 4 
tive wants be supplied? i 
With to the millwright,and emith,I } 
do not think it at all improbable ‘that a compe- a : 4} 
tent person might be induced to settle on the | 
island, by the grant of the water and windmi = , | 


subject to a condition that he should rind all 


AS 


y 


rs is, a8 in Canada, at a fixed proportion of the 
uantity brought to thé mill—say one-twelfth, 
The same person would be qualified to act as 
smith for the:repair of tools, &c., and as a wheel- 
wright. Were a circular saw attached to the 
maill-wheel, all the timber required for the use 
_ ofthe community might be cutmp ata cheap rate. 
For the repaimjof the houses ‘a mason and 
aa plasterer will Tequired ; anda shoemaker is 
wanted. It may be possible to mduce a 
” few persons of this stamp to settle on the island; 
but beyond these, whose services. may be said 
to be actually indispensable to the comfort and 
“welfare of the inhabitants, I should not be dis- 
posed to admit»of the introduction-of any 
strangers. 
Pending, then, the establishment of some rule 
as regards this, the chief magistrate will under- 
stand that he is not to permit strangers to 
on the island, or to occu except for a 
short visit, any-of the public build ngs 
There is one point which it is advisable to 
‘bring at once underithe notice of the people ; 
, not with a view to any immediate action, but 
for the ‘purpose of inducing.a cheerful considera- 
tion of the course which hereafter ‘be 
 @esirable to adopt, 
Hitherto the. public funds have been adequate 
| to supply the wantssof the community. The 
gale of wool, tallow; hides, &c., has produced a 
| ; sum sufficient to cover the cost of purchasing 
 “glothing, flour, &c.; but this source of revenue 
| willvery soon be dried up, and itwill be necessary 
\ to devise some mode by which those expenses, 
which are properly chargeable the general 
fand of the community (which expenses must 
annually increase), may be adequately provided . 
for. I meah such expense as the payment to @. . 
the chaplain, the storekeeper, the cost of main- 
taining the roads and public’ buildings, the 
| a salary of the chief magistrate, &c. There are — 
2 several modes in which this may be done; but]. 
| 7 am disposed to think, looking to the i 
constitution of this society, that the best mode 
a would be to tithe the produce of every kind, 
: and thus to create one fund upon which all their 


payments would be 


| 
the corn of the community at a fixed rate; that | 
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“under cultivation, 


of tie island. 


tating the plough for 
circumstances, 1 


before specified, 
agricultuxiat to se 
These aré the principal s 
have to make at present; and 
any positive instructions; save those embodied 
in the paper, will beer 
magistrate. I will concli 
the islanders of the affectionate interest I 
in their welfare, and %b 

_ remember that all ‘the blessings which they 
have received are God’s gifts, and are to be. 
employed in his service ; not necessarily by any 
special dedication of them, but by striving in 


everything to do his will, and to "walk in his 


way. 


. The character of 


advice which I ga 
ordinary to those 


of God's 


| the reports of 
flemen whom I requested to inspect the lands 
at the amount is far less 
than I had anticipated—that it does not exceed 
twenty acres; a quantity which, even under the 
amost favourable circumstances, would mot be 
sufficient provide vegetable food for the popu- 
It would, therefore; be 
advisable to plant as much more land as Gould 
be jprepared, while the weather will admit of 
this being done ; but it would be of much more 
importance that you should take warning by this, 
and be prepared, in forthcoming years, ila 
this want, which can only be done by subst 
e hoe. Under these 

; would be desirable that I 
ghouldjin/addition to the mechanics, and others 

to indtice well-qualified 
é among you. 


stions which I 
not think that 


then, by assuring 


praying them to 


the laws and regulations for 

~ the government of these people,iand that of the 

pto them, may appear extra- 
ho do not consider how much 

“education has doné for themselves, and how 
little qualified they would be to deal with the 

_realities of lifé*were they to be compelled to 

‘peason out of themselves, without previous train- 
ing, all that knowledge which has been handed 
down. from father: 
generation, each individ 
additional contribution to t 

thus increasing the stock o 

eir children will have to draw Upon. 

Tf, however, we look to the antecedents of 
Norfolk Islanders, we shall, find that the capital, 
of knowledge upon which they had to depend, ©. 
when they started into existence/some sixty on” 
seventy years since, was limited to the amoune 

in possession of a common seaman, 1s 
true, could read and write, and ‘he was in the 
possession of the book which contains the retord. 


dealings with man: he had, therefore, 
8. 


om. generation to 
Owing in some — 
neral mass, and 
information which 
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he means of impartiig the most useful of all 
“Knowledge, the lo t price; and, under 
God's blessing, he well Fulfilled his.task. .The 
inhabitants of Norfolk Island are, I believe, 
Without a parallel onthe face of the globe: they 
3 hs form a community living in.the fear and love of 
 -«*. God, and showing their love for Him by obey-" 
Ing his commandments; but as, regards the 


7 


knowledge which has its origin if man’s 
rience; they are very deficient—they are in point 
of fact, children, not only in malice, but in under- 
standing; and theobject I had in view in giving 
: ‘them, the advice which I have just read, avas-to. 
them man’s understanding, to enable them 
to secnre a certain supply of knowledge, with — 
as little as possible of the alloy with which 
| ‘au It is too often debased, 
— a In their present position, these islanders are 
exposed to many ofthe temptations which 
{ wealth holds out, Thig may seem a contradic~ 
| | tion, looking to the many matters in which they 
+ ae aré deficient; but he who has every want sup- 
ef --.” ‘phed, with but little or no exertion of his own, 
wm may be said to be ervey and such is now 
case with this people. They are in the posi- 
,  ©*. tion of @ man who has been placed in possession 
ie without any outlay of capital, of a well-stocked 
sheep station, the returns from which enable 
him to ao. everything which he may re- 
yee e islanders are able, from the sale of 
their wool”and tallow, to purehase flour and 
biscuits, a3 well asclothing, They doynot feél 
the necessity of cultivating-the ground in order . 
to supply themselves with bread: they have ~ 
therefore much spare time on their hands, Their ~ © 
a : ignorance of what has been done, or is doing, b 2 
others, their want of mental training, a chec 
to the proper employment of this leisure, and 
there is a great risk that, as ‘‘ Satan finds some 
mischief still for idle hands to do,’ idleness here 
may produce some of the evil effects which we see . 
it commonly does elsewhere. Luckily, these » 
unsophisticated people ate not, as yet, subjected : 
to the temptations which beset those who dwell 
amid the busy haunts of men—they have still 
that brotherly feeling, binding’ them together as 
members of the Church of Chivist--that feelin 
which ought to prevail generally, bat which 
is 80 practically inoperative With us. That love 
of self which separates man from his fellows, 
causing him to turn his eyes inward, and to. 
centre all his feelings and affections Upon him- 
self, has as little hold upon the’ Norfolk Islanders 
as it has.upon any created beings. I thought, 
however, that I could trace thie first symptoms 
of the disease caused by idleness, in a sort of © 
restlessness, creative of, or rather evidenced by, 
a desire of change. I truat that, if they are fur- 
nished with proper means of instruction and ~ | 
mental training, and provided with full employ- 
ment for the mind as well as the body, this ; 
restlessness, or this morbid state of the mental 
and bodily will find ample employ- 
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— 
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ment in the improvement of Norfolk Island, and 
in the development of its resources. The rapid 
. increase of the population, to the number of 
which eighteen has been addéd in sixteen 
months, will, by creating fresh wants, and placing 
more labour at their disposal, for the supply of. ' 
their warits, induce the islanders to turn their — 
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of theappearance and manners of the people 
who. have lately become your neighbours, I am 
luckily in a position to gratify your wish in one 
respect, as I am able to place before you photo- 
graphic pictures of a great number of their 
people, for which I am indebted to Mr. Moresby 
the son of Admiral Moresby, an old and kind 
friend of the Pitcairn Islanders. I think. that 
the effect produced upon you by these pictures 
will be much the samé as that which I felt when 
I saw the originals at a general meeting, when 
the whole of the adult population was grouped 
before me; a that they are a very good- 
looking race. ‘There are no very striking 
examples of beauty of face or form; but the 
nee effect is most pleasing, giving the idea 
at their hearts are at peace within them, Their 
manners, too, partake of the influence of their 
internal peas they are kind, affectionate, 
simple; thinking no evil themselves—they are 
trustful, confiding, and unsuspicious-of évil from 
others: they are, in fact, a loving anda loveable 
and I feel that, in bringing the pecu- 
iarities of their position under your notice, I 
have enlisted your sympathy for them. Should 
any occasion arise when something more active 
than sympathy may be required, shall have 
no hesitation in appealing to you for that assist- 
ance, which, as it has so often been extended to 
others, will, I feel sure, ber endered by the 
inhabitants of New South Wales to a commu- 
nity so interesting as i. of Norfolk Island. 
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ADMIRAL BLIGH’S PAMPHLET 


Filed in the Piteairn Islond Fund Cémmittee Bé a Ne ll is an MSS cs 
(39 page s Quarte) ef a Pamphlet wgich has en ita ferefrent the title 
¥ An Answer te certain ascertien eentained in the Apvendix 
Pamphlet entitled “Minutes the Preeeédings ef the 
“Géurt Martial held at Pértsmeuth Augs 1792) en Ten 
"Persens charged wit h Mutiny en Beard His Majestys Ship 
"the “Beurty” by Captain William Bligh. Lenden. Printed fer 
"G. Nieel. Beekseller te His Majeaty. Fall Mail 1794." 


This centains Bligh’s ewn descriptien ef all the persens censerned; 
cepies ef letters and ether testimenies ef all the various peresend as te 
what happened bwefere and during the Mutiny --- all in faveur ef and 
exeneurating Bligh --- mainly letters addressed te Bligh. This decu- 
ment is handwritten and ene hand threugheut. 

There is nething accempenying it te give any clue as te hew 
er why it came here, er its cennexien with the ether papers (with whieh 
it has ne apparent cencern). 
The @nly printed cepy ef this decument se far traced, is in the Brit- 
ish Museum (beund up in the same velume ef "Geegraphical and Nautical 
Tracts” with Bligh’s "Narrative ef the Mutiny"). 
The Reeerd Office; the Celenial Office Library; the Reyal Celenial 


Institute Librayy; the Lendon Library heve all been searched. The Uniter 


Service Institution (where I have been persenally) hag ne record ef this 
pamphlet er knewledge eof it; they kindly allewed me te see all they 


pessess eon this sueject, including a cepy ef the Ceurt Marial Preeeedings, 


Mr. R. L. Atkinsen (Keeper in the Recerd Office) has seen 


the M.S Deeument and he expresses the epinien that it is net Bligh’s t 


writing; wut that ne douret enly a few printed cepies were made, and that 
pessiely the Britieh Museum ene is the only ene accessable er even 
exieting. And that it was theught werth while fer anyene needing it 

fer use er reference te have it eepied ver satim. 


Prebawly the Revd. T Murray en his boek “Piteairn the Island, the Pee=< 


ple and the Paster” is referring te this when he says he is inserting 
seme partieulars “which he is able te furnish frem a rare but authen- 
tic decument” (page 32) 

I have seen Mr Sharp (Keeper ef Printed Byveks in the British 
Museum) and he kindly leoked up every pessible seurce ef infernatien 
they have, but cou@@ tell me very little. By the Pressmark he censidc- 
ered it unlikely they had aequired the pamphlet when it was published 
and he theught they had prewably aequired it wy purehase in a cellectien 
ef poeks. They have never ween applied te en the matter beefere ( as te 
its pessisle value er 
rarety) and had net censidered it from that peint ef view, and really 
did net knew. Its rarety ceuld only we judged by whether it was te be 
feund in ether Libraries. It was suffieiently wellknewn in 1824 te be 
included in Walker’s Bibliegraphy (British Authers and publicatiena) 


Sir Everard im Thurn writes en the matter --- "As te what sheuld we dene 
“with the Bligh MS. in pessessien ef the S.P.C.K. it seems te me that 
"ag leohg as we have agecess te enly one ef these papers, @11 that can 
“ee dene ig te treat that ene semewhat fully in the biblie¢graphy. But if 
"tn the British Museum er elsewhere we ceul@ get held ef the ethers it 
"night be well te reprint them -- at least in abstract as an Appendix” 
Sir Everard is referring here in "them" te the idea that there were : 
several “after Mutiny” pamphlets Written bey Bligh. But the enly ether 


Bligh Mutiny pamphlet in the British Museum ia ceneerned with the Mew 
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ithe sdecisien: ef the Committee nething has 
written abeutethis in the Appendix er thé Bibliegraphy. 
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of a simple and | 
was in England ip he tried 


the Bishop of New Zealan 

th the Tdland Committee” in London, 
to . devise the of of Pitesirn 
lish the head- 
to bee What Mutual 


chose; ‘4nd of coarsé (ie Bis 
Melanesian mission from 
simple-minded & community ab tt 


Islanders, 
iden of getting them to unite wit! 
vo believe on good authority, that their 
wiltingness to act. with him ed from unworthy Sispicions of his 
| being a ‘High ich with cértain people, Jesuit.” 
pI believe he had actual to “the committees. 
has just come in to this harbour. state that t 
Juno mes a merchantman are going down to Pitealrn's Island next Janua 
to bri we bear islanders, and carry them to Norfolk Island. oe ag 
| belloved that the older inlinbitents are unwilling 
only mean to send out a “swarth” of young folk, who ‘will ‘be | 
on board the merchantman, and any one who knows what that me 
these seas will tremble for the miorality of such passehgers. When th 
‘without any guide. and elder whom they 
an abyss beyond the conception wlio fanc 

Now, all thia might bape been avcided if tbe committee had 
My \ with the Bishop. He wonld have gone, most to. tho island, | 

and carried off the people in two trips to Norfolk Island, leaving a clergy- | 
having already made preparations for thelr | 


He would thon bare. an eye over thoes who wight. 
supervision of clergyman Mr. Nobbs, and their 
he would have given them such a market for their supplies, ti 
would to tempt whalers to call in; and the 
some of hig‘own Missionaries on the spot. would havo secured them, to 
degree, from contamination. Bur it seems that party spirit make 
Mangers but Popery and Tractarianiam, And yetT 
thought that.the Bishop's residence.in England might are 
the snost violent of any of or 
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BISHOP ‘SELWYN’ .AND THE GOVERNOR OF NEW 
Bditor of the Guatdian.. 
I wrote letter to you in October'last-on the: evil | 
religion, as shown in the treatment the Bishop of Meats & fe ; 
had received from some of the Pitesirn Committee sitting im Londons 3 
has just found the same snimus yed towards himself and his work by i F 
the Governor of New South Wales, Sir Wm. Denison. As in England, so | % 
there he was met with objections based merely on suspicion of his motives; | ~ 
so that he had to'say tothe Governor; “ Let me beg of you not to suspect : 
me any more than I suspect you. W are not my motives to be aR as E . 
will you not believe that this 
_24. \j| work is undertaken by me in the sincere re of promoting the welfare, : 


'| temporal and spiritual, of @ le now In my diocese?” Iam given to 
understand that Sir W. Denison even went the length of threatening to 


fg the Bishop from going to Norfolk Island. Are-the people of Eng- 
f | land, then, to be taxed heavily to pay for a British mas-of-war which is to. 
be sent to cruise about those seas prevent’ a Christian Bishop landing on 
| an island” ovet which he fs appointed diocesan by the Per- 
| secntion Is, I suppose, « luxury; and as such, people must be content to' 
13 


pay heavily for it. 
— I hape that some 
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tish® subject landi Oren an, anf he 

| the-Queen’s patent, whether an action will ‘not Tie against him, the 

and indignation that such tyratiny will call forth.—! ir, 
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